
 

Applied Research and Scholarly Integration / CAPSTONE RESEARCH PROJECT 
 
COURSE INFORMATION         FACULTY INFORMATION 
Course number: INT 450        Instructor: Annette Daniels Taylor 
Semester: ​ ​                 Email: daniela@buffalostate.edu 
Credits: 3                                 Office:  
Section: 03                              Office Hours: by appointment 
Days & Times:  
  
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
This course gives students the opportunity to integrate their course work in their major 
with individual research projects. The course emphasizes the development of a 
capstone proposal on a topic developed out of the student’s major disciplinary field and 
that seeks to solve a real-world problem, how to write a scholarly research paper. Oral 
defense of research is also a focus.  
This course satisfies the Capstone requirement of the General Education Core. 
  
  
GOALS: 

1.     To help the student identify and explore a significant area of inquiry for study. 
2.     To provide students opportunities to explore  
3.     To provide students opportunities to demonstrate competence in their discipline 
4.     To provide students with opportunities to integrate the specific body of knowledge 
with a larger intellectual framework and conduct scholarly research. 

  
OBJECTIVES: 

1.     Demonstrate the ability to determine the nature and extent of scholarly information 
needed, used those sources to achieve a desired outcome and acknowledge sources 
responsibility and appropriately (Information Literacy) 
2.     Create original interpretations and offer reasoned solutions to multifaceted questions 
and problems (Critical Thinking) 
3.     Demonstrate critical thinking tin the selection and organizations of main and sub 
points with evidence to develop, explain, and support them in a logical and coherent 
order (Written literacy) 
4.     Present research orally in a way that utilizes appropriate language and style in a 
manner that enables delivery in an effective and appropriate manner that encourages 
listening (Oral Literacy) 

  
OUTINE OF COURSE CONTENT 

1.     Developing a research proposal, that includes an outline and annotated bibliography 
2.      Conduction Research: Review the university’s online databases and other ways in 
which informational resources can be acquired. 



 

3.     Developing and annotated bibliography 
4.     Writing Drafts 
5.     Presentation of works, criticisms and defense 

  
STATEMENT ON DISABILITIES 
Any student with a disability who believes then need accommodation(s) in order to 
complete this course should contact the Coordinator of Accessibility Services at 
716-566-3088 for confidential assistance and a determination of what accommodations 
are appropriate and reasonable under the Americans with Disabilities Act and section 
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. The office is located in Huber Hall, Room 101. 
  
Academic Integrity 
The university expects students to fulfill academic assignments independently and 
honestly. Any cheating, plagiarism, or other forms of academic dishonesty at this 
university will be penalized, with sanctions ranging from an “F” on a specific assignment 
to an expulsion from the College. A variety of means may be employed to check against 
plagiarism, including the use of proprietary databases such as Turnitin. 
  
COURSE SCHEDULE (*subject to change):  
  
WEEK ONE 
Course Introduction and Syllabus 
Deciding on a research topic 
Brainstorm research topics 
Assignment: develop research topic and questions 
 
WEEK TWO  
Thesis statements and research questions 
Assignments refine topic and questions 
Research focus 
Workshop: using university resources library (library, Interlibrary Loan, NY Connect) to 
gain access to scholarly books and journals 
Assignment: Develop outline for annotated bibliography 
  
WEEK THREE 
NO Class 
 Work independently on developing your annotated bibliographies, annotated 
bibliographies due next class 
  
WEEK FOUR 
Writing an abstract 



 

Assignment: begin rough draft of your  
·      thesis abstract, a 1 paragraph summary of your written thesis.  
·      1-2-page thesis Introduction 
·      Assign peer groups 

  
WEEK FIVE 
Creating your Rough draft  
Due at the beginning of class: (6-9 pages) of your rough draft 
Bring in 3 copies of your revised draft  
Your peer group will review your work and give suggestions and recommendations 
about your paper. 
  
WEEK SIX 
Revised draft session 
Due at the beginning of class: Revised draft (10-12 pages) 
Bring in 3 copies of your revised draft  
Your peer group will review your work and give suggestions and recommendations 
about your paper. 
  
3/4/2020 
WEEK SEVEN 
Individual Conferences (no formal class meeting) 
 
SPRING BREAK​
 
WEEK EIGHT 
Due at the beginning of class: Revised Draft (15-18 pages) 
Please bring copies for the Instructor, for yourself, and your peer group. 
Bring a 1-page self-evaluation on what you think you’ve done well and where you need 
to improve, expand, or need help. 
Workshop: critiquing work and evaluating strengths and weaknesses  
Assignment: prepare evaluations for each of your peer’s revised drafts 
 
WEEK NINE 
Presenting your research: basic public speaking 
Workshop: Intro to public speaking 
  
WEEK TEN 
Presenting your research: PowerPoint and visual aids 
Workshop on creating PowerPoints or other presentations and posters 
  



 

WEEK ELEVEN 
In class work session: final draft and defense 
Workshop: what kinds of questions will your readers have? 
  
WEEK TWELVE 
In class work session: final draft and defense 
Work on your final draft and presentation 
  
WEEK THIRTEEN 
IN-Class Presentations 
  
WEEK FOURTEEN 
In-Class Presentation, Final Papers Due 
  
 
 


