
Graduate Seminar Syllabus 

The Actor-Auteur: Performance and Production for the Screen 
(ACTING FOR THE CAMERA) 

Course Title: The Actor-Auteur: Performance and 
Production for the Screen 

Course Number: GRAD 600 
Semester: Spring 2023 
Instructor: Annette DanielsTaylor 
Email: danielsa@dyu.edu 
Classroom/Lab: TBA 
Meeting Times: TBA 

Course Description 
This advanced laboratory course challenges the graduate actor to bridge the gap between 
performance and production. In the contemporary landscape, the actor must often serve as 
their own producer, writer, and director to control their artistic destiny. This course covers 
advanced on-camera techniques (continuity, eyelines, scaling performance) while 
simultaneously training students in the fundamentals of narrative filmmaking. 
The semester centers on the "Digital portfolio," requiring students to document their artistic 
process publicly via YouTube and culminates in the collaborative production of a 5-7 minute 
narrative short film where each student must assume dual creative roles. 

Course Objectives 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

1.​ Master On-Camera Technique: Demonstrate precise control over continuity, eyelines, 
shot size adjustments, and emotional intimacy required for the lens. 

2.​ Synthesize Production Roles: Execute at least two major creative roles (Actor, Writer, 
Director, Producer) within a single production, understanding how technical 
responsibilities influence performance. 

3.​ Develop an Online Persona: Curate a public-facing digital narrative through a weekly 
YouTube vlog series, analyzing their own growth and the graduate school experience. 

4.​ Execute the Filmmaking Pipeline: Move a project from the "pitch" phase through 
scripting, pre-production, principal photography, and post-production. 

5.​ Collaborate Professionally: Function as a member of a film crew for cohort peers, 
adhering to industry-standard set etiquette and communication. 

Required Text and Materials 
Required Texts: 

●​ Caine, Michael. Acting in Film: An Actor's Take on Movie Making. Applause Books. 
●​ Weston, Judith. Directing Actors (Selected Chapters). 



●​ Recommended: A subscription to a screenwriting software (Final Draft, Celtx, or 
WriterDuet). 

Required Equipment: 
●​ Camera: A high-quality smartphone (4K capable preferred) OR a DSLR/Mirrorless 

camera. 
●​ Storage: An external hard drive (minimum 1TB) for footage management. 
●​ Editing Software: Access to Adobe Premiere, DaVinci Resolve (Free Version), or Final 

Cut Pro. 
●​ YouTube Channel: A dedicated channel created specifically for this course. 

Assignments and Grading Breakdown 
Assignment Description Weight 
Weekly YouTube Vlog A weekly 3-5 minute video 

entry documenting the 
graduate training experience, 
specific acting breakthroughs, 
or production challenges. (10 
entries total). 

20% 

In-Class Lab Work Participation in on-camera 
exercises, scene work, and 
crewing for classmates during 
in-class shoots. 

15% 

The Pitch A formal industry-style pitch of 
the final film concept (Logline, 
Synopsis, Tone, Visual Style). 

10% 

Script Draft A properly formatted 
screenplay for the 5-7 minute 
film. 

10% 

Rough Cut A viewable assembly of the 
final film for instructor and 
peer critique. 

10% 

Final Film Project The completed 5-7 minute 
short film. 

25% 

Production Review A written self-reflection on the 
dual roles undertaken and the 
collaboration process. 

10% 

Total  100% 

The Weekly Deliverable: The YouTube Vlog 
Frequency: Due every [Day of Week] by [Time]. 
Format: 3-5 minutes, uploaded to your dedicated course channel. 
Content: This is an exercise in self-marketing and articulation. You are documenting your 



journey through graduate school. Topics can range from "What I learned in movement class 
today" to "The frustration of writing a script." 
Goal: To become comfortable speaking to the lens as yourself, basic editing turnaround, and 
building an audience. 

Course Schedule 
Week Phase Topic / Focus Deliverables Due 
1 Foundations The Lens & The Vlog. 

Course Intro. Setting 
up the YouTube 
channel. Lighting 
basics (3-point 
lighting). Framing for 
vlogging. 

Create Channel & Intro 
Video 

2 Technique Scale & Size. The 
difference between 
Wide, Medium, and 
Close-up acting. 
Adjusting vocal and 
physical volume. 

Vlog #1 

3 Technique Continuity & 
Mechanics. Hitting 
marks, matching 
action, managing 
props, and the concept 
of "cutting on action." 

Vlog #2 

4 Development Ideation & Genre. 
Brainstorming the final 
film. What is 
"produce-able"? 
Analyzing short films. 
Forming collaborative 
teams. 

Vlog #3 

5 Pre-Production The Pitch. Students 
present their film ideas 
to the class. Feedback 
and "Greenlighting." 

The Pitch (Oral 
Presentation) 

6 Writing Screenwriting for 
Actors. Formatting, 
dialogue economy, and 
visual storytelling. 

Vlog #4 

7 Pre-Production Casting & Pre-Pro. 
Casting from the 
cohort. Scouting 

Script Rough Draft 



locations. Creating a 
shot list and shooting 
schedule. 

8 Production The Director/Actor 
Relationship. How to 
give and take notes. 
The "Language of the 
Set." 

Vlog #5 

9 Production Shooting Lab I. 
In-class filming of key 
sequences. Instructor 
supervision on set 
etiquette and workflow. 

Script Final Draft 

10 Production Shooting Lab II / 
Independent Shoot. 
Teams break out to 
film their projects. (No 
formal lecture; 
Instructor available for 
set visits). 

Vlog #6 (On-Set Diary) 

11 Post-Production The Edit. Basic 
non-linear editing for 
actors. Pacing 
performance in the 
timeline. 

Vlog #7 

12 Post-Production The Rough Cut 
Screening. Viewing 
the first assembly. 
Critical feedback 
session. What to cut, 
what to keep, what to 
reshoot. 

Rough Cut of Film 

13 Refinement Sound & Color. ADR 
(Automated Dialogue 
Replacement), Foley, 
and Color Grading to 
enhance mood. 

Vlog #8 

14 The Business Marketing & 
Festivals. Creating the 
poster, the press kit, 
and navigating the 
festival circuit. 

Vlog #9 

15 Finals The Premiere. Public 
screening of the final 

Finished Film & Final 
Vlog 



films. 

The Final Project: Narrative Short Film 
Length: 5 to 7 minutes (including credits). 
Genre: Narrative Fiction (Drama, Comedy, Thriller, etc.). Music videos or abstract experimental 
art pieces require instructor approval. 
The "Dual Role" Requirement: 
Every student must claim primary credit for TWO of the following roles on their project: 

1.​ Actor: Lead or principal supporting role. 
2.​ Writer: Author of the screenplay. 
3.​ Director: Primary creative vision, working with actors and camera. 
4.​ Producer: Logistics, scheduling, location management, and equipment. 

Collaboration Note: Students are expected to crew for one another. For example, Student A 
(Writer/Director) casts Student B (Actor/Producer) in their film. They then swap roles for 
Student B's film. 
Submission Requirements: 

●​ 1080p or 4k resolution file. 
●​ Uploaded to YouTube/Vimeo (Unlisted or Public). 
●​ Full credit list included. 
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